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The reasons given by the Arabic sources for the assassination of 

Ka'b b. al-Ashraf are that he stirred up the Meccans to fight the Prophet 
and to avenge their defeat at Badr, that he composed anti-Muslim 
verses defaming Muslim women or that he plotted with a group of Jews 
to kill the Prophet '). These reasons are also accepted or quoted in 
the works of scholars, analysing the attitude of the Prophet towards 

Ka'b b. al-Ashraf2). 

i) Ibn Hishim: al-Sira III, 54-61, 20o6-2io (ed. al-SaqP'-Abydri-Shalabi, Cairo 
1936); al-Shaybdni: Kitab al-Siyar al-Kabfr I, 270-77 (ed. Saldh al-Din al-Munajjid, 
Cairo 1957); al-Wdqidi: al-Maghdbz, 184-90 (ed. von Kremer, Calcutta 1856); Ibn 

Sa'd: TabaqjitII, 31-34 (ed. Beirut 1957); Muh. b. Habib: Asmd' al-mughtilin (Nawddir 

al-makh.ttatdt VI, 144-46, ed. cAbd al-Salim Hdrfn); al-Balddhuri: Ansib al-AshrdifI, 
284, 374 (ed. Muh. Hamidulldh, Cairo 1959); al-Bukhari: Sahib V, 15--16 (ed. Cairo, 
Muh 'Ali Subayh, n.d.); Muslim: Sahib V, 184-85 (ed. Cairo 1334 AH); al-Tabari: 
Ta'rdkh II, 177-80 (ed. Cairo 1939); Aghini XIX, I06-I17; al-Khattibi: Ma'dlim 
al-Sunan II, 336-38 (Sharh Sunan Abi Da'Td, Cairo 1933); al-Bayhaqi: al-Sunan al- 

Kubrd IX, 81 (ed. Hyderabad 1356 AH); al-Maqdisi: al-Bad' wa-l-Ta'rikh IV, 197 
(ed. Huart, Paris 1907); Ibn Kathir: al-Bidjya IV, 5-9 (ed. Cairo 1932); Aba Hayydn: 
Tafsfr al-bahr al-muhi.t 

III, 135 (ed. Cairo 1328 AH.); al-Maqrizi: Imtda al-Asmdc 
I, io8-10o (ed. MahbmTd Muh. ShIkir, Cairo 1941); Al-Suhayli: al-Raud al-Unuf II, 
I23- 25 (ed. Cairo 1914); al-Suyfti: al-Durr al-Manthzr II, 107 (reprint Teheran 1377 
AH); Ibn Qayyim al-Jauziyya: Badiai'i al-Fawd'id, III, z20o (Cairo, Muniriyya Print, 
n.d.); Ibn Sayyid al-Nds: cUytin al-Athar I, 298-301 (ed. Cairo 1356 AH); Ibn Hajar 
al-Haythami: Majmac al-zawd'id VI, 195-96 (ed. Cairo 1353 AH); cAli b. Burhdn 
al-Din al-Halabi: Insdn al-'uytn III, 181 (ed. Cairo 1354 AH); Dahlin: al-Sira (on 
margin of Insdn al-'uyfn II, 13-20); al-Tabarsi: I'ldm al-ward, 56 (ed. 1312 AH); al- 

Majlisi: Bibhdr al-Anwdr IX, 74; XX, 10-11 (ed. Teheran 1376-85 AH); al-Samhadi: 
Wafd' al-Wafd I, 199 (ed. Cairo 1326 AH); al-Diyvrbakri: Ta'rikh al-Khamis I, 464-66 
(ed. 13o2 AH); al-Zurqdni: Sharh al-Mawdhib II, 8-14 (ed. Cairo 1325 AH). 

2) L. Caetani: Annali I, 534-37 (ed. Milano 1905); H. Grimme: Mohammed I, 94 
(ed. Miinster i. W. 1892); A. J. Wensinck: Mohammed en deJoden te Medina, 15 2-5 5 (ed. 
Leiden 1908); R. Leszynsky: Die Juden in Arabien zur Zeit Mohammeds, 66-69 (ed. 
Berlin 191o); F. Buhl: EIl, s.v. Kacb b. al-Ashraf; F. Buhl: Das Leben Muhammeds, 
250-51 (transl. H. H. Schaeder, Heidelberg 1955, second ed.); H. Z. Hirschberg: 
Yisra'el ba-'Arav, 143 (ed. Tel-Aviv 1943); S. D. Goitein: Ha-Islim shel Mubammad, 
215 (ed. Jerusalem 1955); M. Gaudefroy-Demombynes: Mahomet, I35 (ed. Paris 
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A passage in Samhfidi's Wafd' al-Wafdt1) reveals another aspect of 
the enmity between Ka'b b. al-Ashraf and the Prophet and sheds some 
light on the economic activities of the Prophet and the Muslim com- 
munity in Medina. The event recorded in this passage on the authority 
of Ibn Shabba 2) runs as follows: 

Ibn Shabba-S~ilih b. Kaysin 8): "The Prophet pitched a tent in the 
BaqT' al-Zubayr and said: This is your market. Then Ka'b b. al-Ashraf 
came up, entered inside and cut its ropes. The Prophet then said: 
Indeed, I shall move it into a place which will be more grievous for 
him than this place. And he moved into the place of the "Market of 
Medina" (scil. the place which was later the Market of Medina -K). 
Then he said: This is your market. Do not set up sections in it and do 
not impose taxes for it". 
The problem that faces us is why did Ka'b b. al-Ashraf cut the ropes 

of the tent of the Prophet. Some conclusion can be drawn from another 

fragment of this tradition 4) of 'Umar b. Shabba, stating that al-Zubayr 
asked the Prophet to grant him al-Baqi' after the assassination of Ka'b 5). 

1957); M. Hamidullah: Le Prophete de l'Islam, index (ed. Paris 1959); W. Montgomery 
Watt: Muhammed at Medina, index (ed. Oxford I956); M. Rodinson: Mahomet, 
173 (ed. Paris I961). 

J) I 540. 
2) See about him: Ydqfit: MuJam al-Udabj' XVI, 6o-62 (ed. Cairo 1938); al- 

Khatib al-Baghdddi: Ta'rikh Baghdad XI, 20o8-2xo (ed. Cairo 1931); Ibn Hajar: 
Tahdhib al-Tahdhib VII, 460 (ed. Hyderabad 1326 AH); Saleh Ahmed al-Ali: Studies 
in the Topography of Medina, I.C. 1961, pp. 66-67; 

.Slih 
Ahmad al-'Ali: al-Mu'allafit al- 

carabiyya 'an al-Madina wa-l- ijidZ, Majallat al-Majma' al-'llm7 al-'cIriq!, 1964, pp. 
131-134. 

3) See about him: al-Dhahabi: MIZin al-ictiddl II, 299, No. 3823 (ed. al-Bijiwi, 
Cairo 1963); idem: Tadhkirat al-huffdz I, 148, No. 142 (ed. Hyderabad 1958); 
Ibn IHajar: Tahdhib al-Tahdhib IV, 399-400; Ahmad b. IHanbal: Kitab al-'llal I, 359 (ed. Kogyigit-Cerrahoglu, Ankara 1963); and see E. L. Petersen: 'Alt and Mu'ciwya 
in Early Arabic Tradition, index (ed. Copenhagen 1964). 

4) Samhfdi, op. cit., II, 265. 
5) About the topography of Baqi' al-Zubayr see S. A. al-Ali: Studies, p. 79; about 

grants of the Prophet to al-Zubayr see: Abf 'Ubayd: al-Amwdl p. 272 - No. 675; 
p. 279 - No. 691 (ed. Cairo I353 AH); Abfi Yisuf: Kit. al-Kharij, p. 6 (ed. Cairo 
1 3 82 AH); al-Hindi: Kanz al-'ummalIII, 524 - No. 4022 (ed. Hyderabad 195 1); Ibn 
Zanjawayh: Kitdb al-Amwil, MS. f. 99b-0ooa; al-Shaybdni: Kit. al-S?yar al-Kabir II, 
611. 
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This Baqi' became-of course later-known as Baqi' al-Zubayr. It is 
obvious that Ka'b tried to prevent the Prophet from establishing the 
market on his land. This was the cause of the clash between the Prophet 
and Ka'b. 

Other traditions supply more details about the event of the esta- 
blishment of the market, although the clash between the Prophet and 

Ka'b is not mentioned. Ibn Zubila ') reports on the authority of Yazid 
b. 'Ubayd Allah b. Qusayt 2) that the market (scil. of Medina) was in 

(the quarter of ) the Banti Qaynuqd' until it was moved afterwards 

(into another place) 3). A corroborative tradition reported by 'Umar b. 
Shabba on the authority of 

'At.' 
b. Yasir 4) states that the Prophet 

decided to establish a market for Medina. He came to the market of the 
Banti Qaynuqd', then he went to (the place later known as -K) the 
market of Medina. He stamped its ground with his foot and said: This 
is your market; let it not be narrowed (fa-ldyudayyaq) and let no tax 
(kharay) be taken on it 5). A tradition quoted on the authority of Ibn 
Asid reports that the place of the market of Medina was proposed to 
the Prophet by a man (scil. one of the adherents of the Prophet); the 

Prophet visited the place, stamped the ground with his foot and uttered 
his saying that it might not be diminished nor might a tax be imposed 
on it 6). 

A slightly different tradition is recorded by Ibn Mdjah 7) on the 

authority of Abfi Usayd 8). The Prophet went to the market of the 

i) See about him Ibn Hajar: Tahdhib IX, 115-17; al-Suyftri: al-La'Vi al-masnica I, 
24 penult. (ed. Cairo, al-Maktaba al-Tijdriyya, n.d.); al-Dhahabi: MiZin al-ictiddl III, 
514. No. 7380; S.A.: al.Ali Studies p. 66-67; idem: Mu'allafat, pp. 127-29. 

2) See about him Ibn IHajar: Tahdhib XI, 342 (his name is Yazid b. cAbd Allah 
(not cUbayd Allih) b. Qusayt); al-Dhahabi: Mi•zn IV, 430; al-Suyiiti: Is'df al- 

mubafta' bi-ridl al-Muwal.ta', p. 42 (printed with Tanwir al-hawdlik sharh Cald Muwaf.ta' 
Milik, Cairo n.d.). 3) al-Samhodi, op. cit., I, 539 inf. 

4) See about him: al-Dhahabi: Tadkbkira I, 90 (No. 80); idem: 
Mkrzn 

III, 77 (No. 
5654); Ibn 

.Hajar: 

Tabdhib VII, 217-18 (No. 399). 
5) al-Samhidi, op. cit., I, 539. 6) al-Samhkidi, op. cit., I, 540. 
7) Sunan al-Murftafd II, z8 (ed. Cairo 1349 AH). 
8) His name was Milik b. Rabica al-Sg'idi; see about him: al-Nibulusi: Dhakhd'ir 

al-mawdritb III, 91 - No. 616o (ed. Cairo 1934); Ibn Hajar: Irsdba IV, 23 - No. 7622; 
Ibn Sacd: Tabaqdt III, 5 57-58 (ed. Beirut 1957). 
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Nabit looked at it and said: This is not a market for you. Then he went 
to a market (i.e. to another market), looked at it and said: This is not a 
market for you. Then he returned to this market, circumambulated 
it and said: This is your market; let it not be diminished, and let no 
tax be levied on it 1). 

The place chosen by the Prophet was in the quarter of the Banti 
Sd'ida and served as a cemetery. The Banil Si'ida objected at first but 
gave their consent later 2). It was an open space and a rider could put 
his saddle in the market, go round the market in every direction and 
see his saddle 3). Attempts to erect some buildings or to pitch tents 
in the market were prevented by the Prophet and later by 'Umar 
b. al-Khattb 4). It was Mu'"wiya who for the first time built two 
houses in the market: The Ddr al-Qatirdn and Ddr al-Nuqsdn 5) and 
levied taxes. Hishim built a big building which included the whole 
market; on the ground floor were shops, on the upper floor were 
rooms for letting. This building was demolished by the people of 
Medina when the news of the death of Hishim reached them 6). The 
reason for this mutinous action seems to be that the people considered 
the building of the house in the market and the levying of taxes by 
the governor of the Caliph as unlawful innovations. 

In fact the pious 'Umar b. 'Abd al-'Aziz is reported to have forbidden 
to levy any fee (kird') in the market on the grounds that "the market 
is a charitable endowment" (al-sfiq sadaqa) 7). The meaning of this 
utterance of 'Umar b. 'Abd al-'Aziz is elucidated by a report of Ibn 
Zubdla and Ibn Shabba, told on the authority of Muhammad b. 'Abd 

I) The text has fa-ldyuntaqasanna; the commentator reads and explains fa-ldyunta- 
qaaIanna, which seems to be an error. 

2) al-Samhidi, op. cit., I, 540. 
3) ib., I 541. 
4) ib. I, 540 inf. - 541 sup.; al-Hindi: KanZ al-'ummmalV, 488 . 
5) al-Samhfidi: op. cit., I. 54i; Dir al-Qa.tirdn and Dir al-Nuqfs n appear to be 

pejorative nicknames coined by the people who objected to the principle of building 
the houses and levying taxes. 

6) Saleh Ahmed al-Ali: Studies, p. 86-87. 
7) Reported by Ibn Zubila on the authority of Khtlid b. Ilyis al-'Adawi as 

recorded by al-Samhidi, op. cit., I, 540; about Khilid b. IlyIs see Ibn 
.Hajar: 

Tahdhib 
III, 80o and Dhahabi: MiZn I, 6z27 (No. 2408). 
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Allih b. IHasan 1) stating that the Prophet granted the Muslims their 
markets as charitable endowment (tasaddaqa 'ald 'l-muslimina bi-aswd- 

qihim) 2). The letter of 'Umar b. 'Abd al-'Aziz abolished apparently the 

levying of taxes imposed on the market by Mu'rwiya. 
The scanty reports about the market established by the Prophet in 

Medina seem to be trustworthy. They are recorded by 'Umar b. Shabba 
and Ibn Zub~la, both competent authorities on the history of Medina. 
These reports were omitted in other sources because the event of the 
market was not enough important in shaping the image of the Prophet 
and the early community by later authors as the market itself did not 
survive and did not serve as place of devotion. 

The establishment of the market by the Prophet a short time after 
his arrival in Medina 3) seems to be of some importance. There is no 
indication of the intention of the Prophet; but the principle to establish 
a new market without taxes may imply that the Prophet intended to 

adopt the practice of the market at Ukdz where taxes were not levied. 
The later interpretation of this event was the idea of al-suiq sddaqa. 

The clash with Ka'b b. al-Ashraf4) seems to indicate that Ka'b 
considered the establishment of the new market as competition to the 

existing one of the BanLd Qaynuqd'. The story of the market supplies us 
with an additional aspect of the contention between the Prophet and 
the Jews in Medina. 

i) See about him: Abfi '1-Faraj al-Isfahdni: Maqdtil al-Tilibiyyin, index (ed. A. 
Saqr, Cairo 1949); Ibn Hajar: Tahdhib IX, 252; al-Dhahabi: M~Zan III, 591 (No. 
7736). 

2) al-Samhfidi, op. cit., I, 540; comp. the utterance of 'Ali: S7qu 'l-muslimina ka- 
musalla '1-musallina, man sabaqa ild shay'in fa-huwa lahu yaumahu 

.hatta~yadacabu 
- al- 

Hindi: KanZ al-'ummdl V, 488, No. 2688; and see al-Kulini: al-Kafi II, 662 (ed. 
Teheran 1381 AH). 

3) The date can be fixed by the date of the assassination of Ka'b b. al-Ashraf. See 
Jones: The Chronology of the MaghbrZi, BSOAS, 1957 p. 248, 262. 

4) Kacb was elected as chief of the Jews, replacing Mdlik b. al-Sayf; see 'Ali b. 
Burhdn al-Din al-HIalabi: Insan al-'uyfin II, i I6. 
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